Ji325q (C) USA 



CLAIMS 

1. A reagont useful in immunoassays, comprising a direct 
particulate l\bel co-sensitised with 

(i) a specif ic\ binding agent having specificity for an 
analyte or analyt^ analogue, and 
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(ii) a non- specif idpprotein which can participate in a 
control reaction witl^-another specific binding agent which 
does not bind to said first specific binding agent nor 
participate in the fonrtfetion of a complex by means of which 
detection of said ari^lyte or analyte analogue is 
accomplished. 




2. r e ag&nt according to- claim ji, wherein said first 

specific binding agent is an antibody raised in a first 
species and said non-specific protein is an immunoglobulin 
from another species. 

^^according to claim 2 , wherein said first 
specific binding agerTt--i.§a murine antibody. 



A roagfent. accordi: 



4. " A roag^n ' fc according to claim 2, wherein said non- 
specific protein is a rabbit immunoglobulin. 



additionally 



P 



^ ^v,..^ according to claim 

comprising a second population of said direct particulate 
label sensitised solely with said non-specific protein. 

J^ a g pnr. according to claim 2, comprising coloured 
latex p&^:^cles of diameter less than 0 . 5 micron, co- 
sensitised wiSt;h an anti-hCG murine monoclonal antibody and 
with rabbit IgG/S 

'7- Kie*ereTrtr accordi^ig;^^^ to claim 6, additionally 

comprising same-coloured latlx::;par.£icles of diameter less 
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than 0.5 miei?Qn sensitised solely with rabbit IgG, the 
ratio of said erq^-sensitised particles to said second 
particles being at l^a^ 2:1. 

8. An assay device according to claim 7, wherein said 
ratio is about 3:1. 

9 . An ass"^ device of the type wherein a sample liquid 
reconstitutes\a labelled reagent and carries it into a 
detection zone a control zone, binding of said labelled 
reagent in these ftmes revealing the assay result, wherein 
said labelled reagent^ is as claimed in claim 1. 

10. An assay device according to claim 9, wherein said 
15 detection zone contains an immobilised specific binding 

agent which acts as a direct or indirect capture means for 
said analyte or analyte analogue but which does not bind to 
said non-specific protein, and said control zone contains 
a specific binding agent which binds said non-specific 
20 protein but does fi,°^bj^n^^^i^^§|f if ic binding agent co- 

sensitised on ^nirl^firnt p^r^^•r;^n. 

assay device according to claim ^ wherein said 
detectionN^ne contains an immobilised specific binding 
25 agent which abt^ as a direct or indirect capture means for 

hCG, said controlszone contains an immobilised anti-rabbit 
IgG antibody, and s^^ labelled reagent is coloured latex 
particles of diameter Pe^ than 0.5 micron, co- sensitised 
with an anti-hCG murine monoclonal antibody and with rabbit 
30 IgG. 





